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ABSTRACT 

This teaching unit, "The Great Depression Unit," is the 
eighth in a series of 10 units about Alabama state history, part of a project 
designed to help teachers integrate the use of primary source materials into 
their classrooms. Although the units are designed to augment the study of 
Alabama, they are useful in the study of U.S, history, world history, and the 
social studies in general. Each unit contains background information for the 
teacher and consists of several lessons. Lessons contain learning objectives, 
suggested activities, and documents. This unit is divided into seven 
sections: (1) "Introduction"; (2) "Lesson 1: "...we are in need." (three 

primary source documents and transcriptions); (3) "Lesson 2: "...a delegation 

of citizens" (one primary source document); (4) "Lesson 3: A Helping 
Hand" (one primary source document); (5) "Lesson 4: Relief!" (one primary 
source document); (6) "Lesson 5: STRIKE!" (four primary source documents); 
and (7) "Lesson 6: Spelling 'Help* in a New Way" (16 primary source 
documents). (BT) 
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Project Description 



This project is designed to help teachers more easily integrate the use of primary source 
materials into their classrooms. It consists of teaching units on Alabama history 
organized in ten chronological/subject areas: 

. Creek War, 1813-1814 

• Settlement 

• Slavery 

• Civil War 

• Reconstruction 

• 1901 Constitution 
. World War I 

• Depression/New Deal 
. World War II 

• Civil Rights Movement 

While these units cover some of the most critical and significant periods in Alabama 
history, the selected lessons are meant to be representative rather than comprehensive. 
These units were designed to augment the study of Alabama, yet they are useful in the 
study of the United States, the world, and the social studies in general. The documents 
can also be used to supplement the study of other curriculums. 

Each unit contains background information for the teacher and is made up of several 
lessons. The lessons contain learning objectives, suggested activities, and documents. 
Documents are reproduced in the original form and transcribed when necessary. Primary 
source materials may be printed and reproduced for classroom use. Lessons can be used 
without modification, adapted for specific class use, or entire new lessons and activities 
may be created based on the primary source materials provided. 



Purpose of the Project 

The 1992 Alabama Social Studies Course of Studies emphasized the use of primary 
source documents to "enrich the social studies program and enable students to visualize 
and empathize with people of other times and places." These documents help students 
vividly understand the feelings and actions of Jeremiah Austin at the Canoe Fight of 
1813, of riders on the first integrated buses in Montgomery at the conclusion of the 
famous bus boycott, of women nursing wounded Civil War soldiers, and of destitute 
Alabama families during the Depression. These documents enrich the study of Alabama 
history and the study of all civilizations. 



The Alabama Department of Archives and History is the official repository for Alabama 
government documents and holds many of the most important books, documents, visual 
materials and artifacts that document the history of Alabama and the South. The purpose 
of this project is to bring those materials to students, and to organize them in such a way 
that teachers can easily utilize them in the classroom. 
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This project is designed to help teachers more easily integrate the use of primary source 
materials into their classrooms. Each unit contains background information for the 
teacher and is made up of several lessons. The lessons contain learning objectives, 
suggested activities, and documents. Documents are reproduced in the original form and 
transcribed when necessary. Primary source materials may be printed and reproduced for 
classroom use. Lessons can be used without modification, adapted for specific class use, 
or entire new lessons and activities may be created based on the primary source materials 
provided. 



Using Primary Sources in the Classroom: 
The Great Depression Unit 



Introduction to the Great Depression Unit 

After World War I, America and Alabama experienced an economic boom. Large 
segments of the Alabama economy enjoyed the same boom, the war needs of the country 
having stimulated manufacturing in the state. A relatively diversified industrial sector 
featuring textile mills, coal mines, iron and steel furnaces, and timber saw mills produced 
treasured resources for the needs of World War I and after. As Alabama's population 
grew in the 1920s, business and industry increasingly were attracted to the state where 
labor was abundant and cheap. The resulting boom was concentrated in urban areas but 
much of Alabama shared in the immediate post-war prosperity. Although the Great Crash 
of the stock market in November 1929 was the accepted chronological starting point of 
the Great Depression, the economy of the United States had begun its downward slide 
earlier. In Alabama, agriculture had been "depressed" for the entire decade, directly 
effecting 78% of the population that lived in rural areas in 1920. Significant segments of 
the industrial economy had begun to decline in output and income as early as 1926. Thus, 
when the Great Depression hit, poorer Alabamians hardly registered the difference. State 
government, long accustomed to extending only the barest minimum in social services to 
its citizens, was quickly overwhelmed by the need to provide relief once the crash came 
in 1929. 

The federal government initially did little, either. But after the inauguration of President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1933, a host of innovative relief and reform efforts were 
undertaken under the umbrella known as the "New Deal." The New Deal programs were 
designed to "give a hand up, not a hand out" and administered, for the most part, by 
conservative business and political leaders here in Alabama. Having long struggled with 
the effects of illiteracy, sickness, and poverty, Alabama's problems were too ingrained to 
respond quickly to the modest help offered by the New Deal. Demands for greater state 
assistance to the needy continued for much of the decade, as did demands for a more 
fundamental restructuring of the economic system. 

The economic disasters of the 1930s spelled the beginning of the end for farm tenancy 
which had for so long characterized the agricultural economy. They also introduced a 
new radicalism among workers who increasingly looked to labor unions and the weapon 
of the "strike" to defend and improve their positions in the industrial economy. 
Ultimately, the advent of World War II and its need for war-related production brought 
lasting relief fi'om the Great Depression. 
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Lesson 1: *\..we are in need/* 



1. Background information for teachers: 

Before the inauguration of President Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1933, there were no social 
programs established on a national level to assist those families who were hungry and 
homeless. Outgoing-President Herbert Hoover had continued to hope that the economy 
would climb out of the Depression without significant government interference. Those 
who were suffering had to depend upon the traditional resources of their families and 
communities. Churches across the nation, along with private charitable institutions like 
the Red Cross, gave out food and opened soup kitchens. However, the resources of these 
concerned private groups were limited in the face of the magnitude of the deprivation. 

As the following documents illustrate, some families approached state officials for 
assistance during these desperate times. Even after New Deal programs began to pass aid 
down to the states beginning in 1933, the assistance often was not enough to relieve the 
continuing want. 



2. Learning Objectives: 

Upon completion of this lesson, students should be able to: 

1. Identify some of the needs of the poor during the Great Depression. 

2. Compare Great Depression social programs with those established during 
President Lyndon Baines Johnson's "Great Society" and contrast those 
programs with the issues raised by the current "welfare reform" 
movement. 

3. Develop negotiation skills while prioritizing needs. 

4. Discuss government role in addressing the needs of the poor. 

5. Analyze the economic ability of government to respond to requests for aid. 

6. Synthesize a governmental response to requests for aid fi'om the poor. 



3. Suggested Activities: 



1 . 



Make copies of the documents for each student. 



2. Ask each student to read the documents and to describe the differences in 

the documents. 

3. With the students' assistance make a class list of the difficulties that Mr. 

Gaines is experiencing. 

After making the list, allow the students to rank the problems by level of 

importance or need. 

4. Ask the following questions for a class discussion: 

a. Why did Mr. Gaines write his letter to Mr. Peach? 

b. What kind of help was Mr. Peach able to offer Mr. Gaines? 

c. If you had been the Governor, which of Mr. Gaines's problems 
would you have tried to solve? 

d. Could the state afford to solve the same problem for every citizen 
who requested help? 

Look at your class list of Mr. Gaines's difficulties. Place a mark 
by each problem that you know can be helped today by federal or 
state agencies. (For example: Textbooks are provided by public 
schools. Medicare and Medicaid started during Johnson 's" Great 
Society" have been created to offer some assistance to those who 
are disabled and ill. Agricultural agencies often offer assistance 
to farmers during non-productive years.) 

f What kind of public assistance was available to the people of 

Alabama by the time of Mrs. Allen's letter in December of 1933? 

g. What kind of public assistance was available to the people of 
Alabama by the time of Mr. Martin's letter in April of 1934? 

h. What is the Welfare Reform Movement of 1996? What are some 
of the concerns that the American public has about the welfare 
programs? What is the difference between the social programs 
from earlier time periods and the social programs of today? Do you 
believe that the American public is less concerned about those who 
receive social assistance today? Why or why not? 

5. Answer one of these letters by suggesting places or agencies that are able 

to help Mr. Gaines, Mrs. Allen or Mr. Martin in your time period. 



Documents: 

Document 1: Letter: D. E. Gaines and reply, August 1932, Gov. B.M. Miller, 
Administrative. Files SGI 99 19, folder 7, Alabama Department of Archives and 
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History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at 
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/dep/depl/docl.html 

Document 2: Letter: Mrs. A. J. Allen and reply, November - December, 1932, 
Gov. B.M. Miller, Administrative files SG19919, folder 7, Alabama Department 
of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at 
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/dep/depl/doc2.html 

Document 3: Letter: Jerry Martin and reply, April 1934, Gov. B.M. Miller, 
Administrative files SG19919, folder 7, Alabama Department of Archives and 
History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at 
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/dep/depl/doc3.html 
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Document 1: Letter: D. E. Gaines and reply, August 1932, Gov. B.M. Miller, 
Administrative. Files SG19919, folder 7, Alabama Department of Archives and 
History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 1. 
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BEST COPY AVAILABLE 




Document 1: Letter: D. E. Gaines and reply, August 1932, Gov. B.M. Miller, 
Administrative. Files SG19919, folder 7, Alabama Department of Archives and 
History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 2. 
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Document 1: Letter: D. E. Gaines and reply, August 1932, Gov. B.M. Miller, 
Administrative. Files SG19919, folder 7, Alabama Department of Archives and 
History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 3. 
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Transcription of Document 1 

Letter; D. E. Gaines, Evergreen, Alabama 

R. 1. Evergreen Ala., 

Aug. 27. 1932. 

Mr. John H. Peach. 

Montgomery Ala 
Dear Sir: 

As I have been a public worker for 27 yr was employed by the 
Alger Sulivan Lbr. Co. Century, Fla, for 15 yr and 8 mo. Was cut off 
Feb. 10, 1932 and have had every sense. I have had a 
family heavy Dr. bills and drug bills also nurse bills, 
and to-day we are in need. 

- 2 - 

I bought a small farm on install -ment plans. And the heavy rain and 
boll weevil have ruined the cotton crop and at the main 
time I had let the farm out. Expecting to hold my position 
and there is fertetizer notes on crop to the seed loan, and 
papers on the place to the Federal Land bank, of New Orleans 
La., and this crop will nothing like pay this indebtness. 

-3- 

We are not able to send our children to school, and we 
havent got a dime to buy any thing. Cant clothe our children or buy 
there books. If there is any way we can get help through any 
source or employment would surely be appreciated- 

Yours truly 
D. E. Gaines 

our oldest child is a cripple 11 yr. old. We have to carry him 
to school. 




9 16 




Document 2: Letter: Mrs. A. J. Allen and reply, November - December, 1932, Gov. 
B.M. Miller, Administrative files SG19919, folder 7, Alabama Department of 
Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 1. 
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Transcription of Document 3 



Fulton, Ala. 
April 3, 1934 



Govner J. B. Miller 

I am writening you to let you know I am and old man about 
90 or over and I needs help I have Been turn Down every 
place I Been to and have Been advised to notify you of It 
and I would Be Glad for you to see that these peoples do 
help me 



Jerry Martin 
Fulton 
Ala 
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Lesson 2: ” 



• • • 



a delegation of citizens” 



1 . Background information for teachers: 

Depression-era Governor Benjamin Meek Miller proposed a tax package to the 1932 
Alabama legislature as a means of boosting the state's income to fight the economic 
disaster. Conservative business leaders defeated the proposals in that year, plunging state 
finances into chaos. In January of 1933, Miller called the legislature back into special 
session and, in the aftermath of widespread school closings, it grudgingly passed a new 
tax program (including the state's first income tax). 

While the state's politicians haggled over whether new taxes were needed and in what 
form, destitute groups of Alabamians cried for immediate relief Some of these groups 
requested not only immediate economic relief, but fiindamental changes in the 
government's role in the welfare of its disadvantaged citizens. 

2. Learning Objectives: 

Upon completion of this lesson, students should be able to: 

1. Identify and discuss the multiple sides of the issue of governmental 
responsibilities. 

2. Analyze the economic ability of the government to respond to requests for 
aid. 

3. Synthesize a governmental response to requests for aid from the 
disadvantaged. 

4. Identify and define the poll tax. 

5. Define socialism and capitalism. 

3 . Suggested Lesson : 

1. Define socialism and capitalism. 

2. Give a copy of the document fiom the Unemployed Coimcils of Alabama 
to each student. 

3. Read the measures suggested by the Unemployed Coimcils of Alabama for 
dealing with the rising numbers of families in need during the Great 
Depression. 

4. Divide the class into groups of four. 
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5. The groups each represent an advisor to the Governor. Each group should 
select a spokesperson to present their views. They should approach this 
letter from several positions. Some suggested committees are: 

a. The finance committee- responsible for "paying the bills" of the 
government as well as making recommendations about raising 
capital for the state. 

b. The utilities committee- responsible for providing utilities to the 
citizens of the state but they must also continue to operate their 
businesses so that their employees can be paid and their 
stockholders can make a return on their investments. 

c. The education committee- responsible for providing schools and 
teachers for the state. 

d. The human resources committee- responsible for providing 
assistance to children. 

e. The business and commerce committee- responsible for bringing 
businesses into Alabama and urging the city and state governments 
to provide these new businesses with tax cuts and other incentives 
to move to Alabama. 

f The public relations committee- responsible for insuring that the 
voters of Alabama are informed about the work and concerns of 
the Governor. This group may also discuss racial concerns. 

6. Have the students decide what type of government would exist if the 
recommendations of the Unemployed Councils of Alabama were accepted 
as written. 

7. After the groups present their ideas and concerns, each student will write a 
letter of reply to the Unemployed Councils of Alabama as if he/she is the 
governor. 



Documents: 

Document 1: Unemployed Councils of Alabama Letter: James Burke, author. 
Governor B.M. Miller, Administrative files, SG19952, folder 21, Alabama 
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and at 
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/dep/dep2/doc 1 .html 
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Document 1 - Unemployed Councils of Alabama Letter: James Burke, author, 
Governor B.M. Miller Administrative files, SG19952, folder 21, Alabama 
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. 
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Lesson 3: A Helping Hand 



1. Background information for teachers: 

Governor Benjamin M. Miller was elected in 1930 pledging to restore economy in state 
government. Renowned for his personal frugality and conservatism (he had only two cars 
in his inaugural "parade"), his belief in the limited role of government in the lives of its 
citizens was tested by the hard economic circumstances of the Great Depression. 

Most Alabamians at the outset of his term in 193 1 doubtlessly shared his views. But by 
that time community and business leaders were becoming increasingly aware that the 
economic problems were not going to go away without some form of government 
leadership. As the winter of 1931-32 approached, concern was moimting over the 
continuing availability of food in the season when home gardens would not be producing. 
Spokesmen for rural, small-town Alabama were among those who sought to convince 
state government to take action to slow the continuing economic slide. 

2. Learning Objectives: 

Upon completion of this lesson, students should be able to: 

1. Compare and contrast living standards of the Great Depression era with 
those of today. 

2. Define the role of a civic organization in a community. 

3. Discuss the importance of seasonal work upon the economic status of a 
commimity. 



3. Suggested Lesson: 

1. Make copies of the Elba Lions Club telegram. 

2. Provide the students with a copy of the telegram. 

3. Ask students the following questions: 

a. What is a civic group? What kinds of services do these groups 
perform for cities? 

b. What kinds of occupations do you think the men of the Elba Lions 
Club had? 
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c. Why do you believe these men were concerned about the 

unemployed particularly in the winter months? How would winter 
unemployment affect the economic balance of the towns and cities 
of Alabama? What are some of the possibilities for employment in 
other times of the year? 



Documents: 

Document 1: Western Union Telegram: Elba Lions Club, Governor B.M. Miller, 
Administrative files, SGI 9952, folder 20, Alabama Department of Archives and 
History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at 
http ://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/dep/dep3/doc 1 .html 
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Document 1: Western Union Telegram: Elba Lions Club, Gov. B.M. Miller, 
Administrative files, SG19952, folder 20, Alabama Department of Archives and 
History, Montgomery, Alabama. 
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Lesson 4: Relief ! 



1 . Background information for teachers: 

After the New Deal programs began to be implemented in 1933, relief in the form of help 
to supply basic necessities began to flow down to the states fi'om the federal government. 
Relief committees were set up on the county level to purchase and distribute food to the 
needy. Following the principle of offering "a hand up, not a hand out," government 
programs of relief concentrated on supplying only essential foods to the truly destitute. 

2. Learning Objectives: 

Upon completion of this lesson, students should be able to: 

1. Compare and contrast living standards of the Great Depression era with 
those of today. 

2. Discuss the nutrition and health of the assisted during the Great 
Depression. 



3. Suggested Lesson: 

1. As a class, make a list of food items that the students believe is essential 
for survival. 

2. Compare the list with the Relief Order for similarities and differences. 

3. Ask the students if any of the foods listed need refrigeration. Why is this 
an important fact? 

(Remember, electricity was not widespread in Alabama during the Great 

Depression. Ice was a luxury in some parts of the state so food that could be 

stored long periods of time were important to survival.) 

4. How could these foods have supplemented the basic food groups? Are 
these healthy foods? 

5. Using the grocery store ads attempt to determine the current prices of the 
Relief Order. 

6. Remind students of differences in wages. Some families only had $5.00 
per week for living costs. 




21 



28 



Documents: 



Document 1: Relief Order: Alll'iA, Gov. B.M. Miller, Administrative files, Alabama 
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and at 
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/dep/dep4/docl.html 
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Document 1: Relief Order: 4 / 1134 , Gov. B.M. Miller, Administrative flies, Alabama 
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. 
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Lesson 5: STRIKE!!! 



1. Background information for teachers: 

The economic dislocations of the Great Depression created fear and anxiety in Alabama's 
citizens. Urban areas like Birmingham and Huntsville were especially hard hit. Heavily 
dependent on industry, these cities suffered greatly when the wages and/or hours of its 
citizens began to be cut back in an effort to combat the economic problems. 

The severity of the economic problems prompted political groups to agitate for 
fundamental changes in the economic and political systems of the nation and their 
arguments found a larger audience among the increasingly desperate workers. In 1930 the 
Communist Party concentrated its southern efforts in Birmingham and began organizing 
and publishing a newspaper, the Southern Worker. 

Labor unions and the "strike" weapon seemed to many workers the only way to gain 
relief and recognition. Unions experienced an increase in membership after the passage 
of Section 7(a) of the National Industrial Recovery Act which guaranteed workers the 
right to organize and bargain collectively. This "legitimized" union membership in the 
eyes of many Alabama workers, especially miners and textile workers, who began 
responding to the efforts of union organizers. 

Many Alabamians responded to the call for changes to the status quo from labor and 
political organizations. Even racial and gender divisions that were so common for so long 
in Alabama became blurred in the resulting confrontations between workers and 
management. 

IDENTIFICATIONS; 

a. T.C.I.: Tennessee Coal, Iron and Railroad Company. The largest single 
employer in Alabama in 1930, it was primarily involved in the production 
of iron, steel and coal. 

b. N.R.A.: National Recovery Administration created in 1932 by the 
Roosevelt Administration to, among othwer tasks, adjust wages and hours 
nationally in an attempt to keep business and industry operating. 

c. U.M.W.A.: United Mine Workers of America. A union formed to assist 
steel and mine workers in labor issues such as wages and safety/health. 

d. I. L. D.: International Labor Defense Fund. A Communist-front 
organization that agitated among coal and steel industry workers in the 
city of Birmingham during the Great Depression. 
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e. Scottsboro Boys: Nine African-American men convicted of the rape of 
two white women on a train near Scottsboro, Ala. The case became a 
symbol for the injustices of the southern legal system in the 1930s. See 
http://www.afro.com/history/scott/scotts.html for more information. 

2. Learning Objectives: 

Upon completion of this lesson, students should be able to: 

1. Discuss some of the fears and needs of workers in Alabama during The 
Great Depression. 

2. Discuss the racial and gender issues being raised. 

3. Identify a strike and its participants. 

4. Identify some of the issues of a labor strike. 

5. Discuss some of the economic and political issues of the time period. 

6. Evaluate the multiple views presented by historic documents. 



3. Suggested Lesson: 

1. Give each student a copy of a different document. 

2. Students should use the general suggestions for analyzing a written 
document found at the introduction. 

3. After reading and analyzing his/her assigned document, each student 
should write a statement to the press as Governor concerning the proposed 
actions of the documents. 

4. At the completion of this activity, give each student a copy of the letter 
from J. A. Murphy and Governor Miller's response. Allow the students to 
decide if they support Governor Miller or Mr. Mxuphy after reading the 
documents. 
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Documents: 



Document 1: Communist Party handbills, Governor B.M. Miller, Administrative 
files, SGI 9922, folder 18, Alabama Department of Archives and History, 
Montgomery, Alabama. See attached and on the web at 
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/dep/dep5/doc 1 .html 

Document 2: The Lincoln Mills of Huntsville strike settlement records, Alabama 
Department of Labor, Labor dispute case files, SG4191, Alabama Department of 
Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at 
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/dep/dep5/doc2.html 

Document 3: Letter, Mr. J.A. Murphy, Governor B.M. Miller, Administrative 
files, SGI 9922, folder 18, Alabama Department of Archives and History, 
Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at 
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/dep/dep5/doc3.html 

Document 4: "Photograph of mine foreman" WPA Alabama Writers Project, 
photographs, LPP 1, container 2, folder 11, Alabama Department of Archives and 
History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at 
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/dep/dep5/doc4.html 
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Document 1: Communist Party handbills, Governor B.M. Miller, Administrative 
files, SG19922, folder 18, Alabama Department of Archives and History, 
Montgomery, Alabama, page 1. 
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Document 1: Communist Party handbills, Governor B.M. Miller, Administrative 
files, SG19922, folder 18, Alabama Department of Archives and History, 
Montgomery, Alabama, page 2. 
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NoHhoto Jmfnere* .’ithe, h»‘w, tato‘ of pay, $,1^20. inoreare ,a day, inlrodoeed hecaupo great rotrn^lpO ^ 

the fight*’ ^ ‘thq! Ncniihcrh Qpcratoi-a ;a^{nbt the > SoUth^rri Operatorii//0r};i^»^edt^^ ’ ^ ■ " ’* ' ,•: ]\ . / .-■ 

. ', opo otopi'IHCshlidngstHc los thb othor’ !ddu«tF*®^ OT^niec^ 

>0 dependent ’^oU Street NllA-whleh.fe eompromliang on the $1.20, con ralce out wo^ ronc t^xi 

, ifferentiah: J ..;. •*• w ./■■.“ ..- ■•-, ■ ■ * ■ , ■ ^ 

. 14lit^ a'wi>be .9M)Pr ‘ho V- W.’ bf A. sojd pu«' tho lash otrllto. ?nd decreUy ,o(;t.^a 

. dreatei?' yqiir. 0uf • prefeont' ‘ la OBolnst tbd a^reonidht 4ode by Miteh, which dW not Ibcjude the • ; v >r r *di 

tind th6-TC| iidnOTn;1>tivo otj^^ oVpr t^O h^db 6f tho di.Hrtbt oiTJcIdtU, Mlnera, toko the leoderahlp , ,^!- 

' cohtmlttoe^ )h:%.the^wlnt«i, that all ’^pSOttOtloiiij; oro madd throa^H the contra! otriko conv^itt^^ <»f * oiect^ ^ c . ., ^ .. ^ ^ 

" onjtyrof <»K>te iilijd Noffro Mlhere, iiab; boert o ptSwInff.bsatnpio dt how. thdiworkcto, moot 
bd«poW^)iln8 :aboW wblW.»nd 'Neif o 

arhled UiUfS^*^of the boagee murder a N eipravplckot on d wound o whlt^ foUdty4^Qrkpr, with the pome vpUpy of -hu e^ , VP , ® ^ 

' io^vietor^ V* • •• '‘■} ■*’■ ‘ .’, vv, • ^ ■ ‘ ■ .;. ^ '‘ •? '’T' -■/" - ' 

' The ^|hlnO«’ (Cti^o must be won! . i They., coA ,ynn ttie , war oijujpot ijho A plavO ,d* f 

ndOero; Ond open ffeah Ottacka'oh oil .Sotithern wOrkerci^. ' ‘‘.r . ’ ‘ . '‘. • . 

'■■ .'V- . .,-. *: ‘ . '' .'^.v 

.. < — -t — -t*i_ 4.^ 01)^ rolsinj 

rf .tho /Blrnii 
■Workers , Jn . , 

in coildarlty,. t^Uh tholr hVothtlr mlhcrb oAd for an linmedUiift mlnliDum W’asb. ^ ^ ill 

• “hi otribo (S: thd Slid Ailb. and .ori minco. tho worboro will ohoi rho NRA auth^ltlaa j". ,7 

dpdOo.: t^l tho ;wOrkcra aro agalw^ any pay dlfterentlol. ; Thm uOlied acrion at t»io pomp time hel^ to ^Tt tbO: 

« ittine^ and> tholilr own burning demando. , j ' . ,■ ^ ^ . 

' , \ ttd Gdmmonlit'im^^ thi ndnom td ovbanlao roai:'.Uro"<l flld .feroupa Jn ' thoUi ,lp.Tnjp/^^^ 

. port tho; foUdwlng .‘dOTiands of the fighting mlne^ ^ ,y " 

.*' '■ "ii- KeopJtbO,mlnO*'»hol tbe/,$1.20'liicrcaie.iM»d’ t be t^hwir day from '1^^. !«>> top.,>^ ••' V '?. "'' l '; 

•• ' • :2,.' ':Dev^op'ritifc;^^^^ '«lo limdwhip ' b^ 'ojh MriVo' commiMoOi) io;oror^ - ’ .V • ”■' ! ' ’ - ' '" '**■ 

-Carry 'on' •plcke*lneWond\bH«B '*bo,mi^8nl^nco , ' ' ., • ' .■" ’' ’• r . 

'“ 4. ^'Dijnd«^ wit Wr.wal' -or Ibo, dodt.lM.od ibaj. and b»lido.;i Dooiand cdoOlctlon for mal^o»^l CMbf of^ IJolljo, Mo.t.»^ 1 

tp 4 Uo<ji»mifiiiy fA», Ed Enytend^e rfmlly from tb© Rod' W»mo«d -Coai .Xompiioy,^ , ^ ^ ^ ^ j- . ' , 

’ V' ' ' ' ^ " ■ . • 7 *'" ‘ 

B_.\-E<|o»rp©y. :»hd ._n«ht to ©nr V 1 ^ V ' 

‘ ' e* CadK f^liof from aownmeni for «li mlnere dorinp lb« Vtrikev .ooool to ©vorago wbga^ r t, - 

■ ..7;r- :,■ . ‘•s ‘ ;■• ; 'v- • . ■• / .• •?,,. "'f '■ • ,•; .. ' 1 ' , . . ' : . • j- r?»- , .0 w. ♦ w t» 

^ ' 7. v’jPbr ©brohsfe recogpitJon of tho^ U» .M. W, ,A«^ . '. ■ • ^ ^ ■ r , ^ (-'. ' ;• . '*•,’ 

. ' Wnriiimnr men anfl womOti. white’ on fl KegroJ Join your for hlffhcr 



Document 1 : Communist Party handbills, Governor B.M. Miller, Administrative 
files, SG19922, folder 18, Alabama Department of Archives and History, 
Montgomery, Alabama, page 3. 
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OTs, UOToio am.8 H 

Soiitsnrllle« A1 a« 

Str^ 7 oVn»ax 7 X936 to ilay 20 * 195$ 

I3ual>«r Zarolvod 
^Qlo 9$0 

Fcctdle • 

Hossoraadun 

^006 |»artiolpatin§ in negotiatlona 



TORSBES 0(mim:i3 



LHTC01^;iSllXS 



0« &• Kamaa 

?• 

Bony O^en 
BolUo BoxiA 



A. Barrolli PreolAaat 
Ohao* !>• Traamror 

P» W. Pooler* Bc^riatenAant 



tmt!2SD TmthR wasMs 



TS^ItiS IJCQOH B£S«A7tO:7S BQABB 



Joha A* PecA* Vloa Proaldoat 
Balp^ (fay 



S* A. Uo01ui4« Bxooatiyo Aasiotaat 
J. 0. Ooopor 



raC?ILB BOOAL tmxai ^1978 BSA^n m^KBSlS^T 07 XiASQH 

a* 0* OroToftt Preoideat 0. Bn^oo 

Barry 8* On«a» Seoreiosy 



ABBX7ER 

Boa* Bo^rt B* Booro» 
OaoBieoloner of Xiatar 



Adjuotcd • Bxohea^ of Lottery 
SxpiroB Boomtor ?!• 1936* 

Document 2: The Lincoln Mills of Huntsville strike settlement records, Alabama 
Department of Labor, Labor dispute case files— Madison County, SG4191, Alabama 
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 1* 
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liWom uxt&s 



Bunttrrlll9» 

Strike Stebniaiy 12# XJjS • I1 q7 ®» X936* 



^ After the national ?es:tUe Strike this oill reeaned operatloao under 

o verlml agrooaont irith tho Uana^esent* 

union nlXet^ that dleorlnlBatloa eno hola^ proetloed end on attenpt 
w»f aade* lor oono thirty d 4 )Qro prior to tho etrlko* to noigotloto a written eontrent 
to roplaeo tho roybal a^oi?nent under tihlch the clll wan operating* 

Soring thlo tlno a roXi^ous nootlnis hod been held cit tho rilleics end 
mienis other thlngo tho proacher toXd hlo foXlonero thet It wclo elnlhX to boXoao 
to 61)7 union or to eaxy or^pmioatl^m otxoopt tho ctmroh* 9hlo eaooed ooreroX to (so 
to the oflloe and requoot that no fkxrthor union dueo bo deduoted Ikon their ptqr* 
tilth thlo cddltioiusl motion and the inability of tho ooraiittoo to 
noGOtiation the centraot* a otrlko wae oallod Tobntary X3« X936* 

Ihe ouootlon of roXlof boesxra aoate and thin 2>opartcsont attonpted to 
cot roXlef fro» the Dajnrtcant of Public tToXforo but wore only partially oueeeeofhX. 

Additional IMotlca dGTOlopod ohen dhnrffoe cf dynanito woro exploded 
near the mill ond oeroml hundred plndotro wore brolton during a thundorotom on 
llaroh 19» 193 $* 

On U ::7 ^•1936» im underotondlnG reached botnocn John A« Peel* 
third vloe preeideat tlblted textile tiorttero and Mr* Chao* B, Mollifliet 5rea*arcr 
of the Mnoeln Hlllo, oettlln^ tho etrlke* An cxohruvro of lottow ontliaod the 
temo of ©ottlcRfint which Included roinetatorumt of all cortroro except one Sllae 
Vorrm ehooe ease wan to be decided by arbitration* 

Beth oldec ecproed upon tho aeleetlon of Eonefuble Bobert E* Cloore* 

Oocaloslonor of tiabor* 

recponBibility van aecoptod by Mr* Moore, ^/ho after receipt of 
several affldarito ond a peroonal inreeti^pitlon in Huatorillo. during which tlse 
other wltnooQOo were heard* rendered a deolelen tdiioh woo forwarded to infceroeted 
partleo June 29* 1936* 

Document 2: The Lincoln Mills of Huntsville strike settlement records, Alabama 
Department of Labor, Labor dispute case files— Madison County, SG4191, Alabama 
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 2. 
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UWCtoy MILLS 



Hunt sville , Alaboim 

$^95.680,oo. 



Huratlcm of etrlSce 
HumT>er of emplo/veo 
Avorago wage 
X ,600 X we eke 

22,k00 X $ 13.20 



l4 WOOiCB 
1,600 

$ 13«20 veek 
22,UoO maa weeke 
9293<6S0.00 loee in vo^ti 



Bacing our poraontogoo an a mirvoy tho Unitod. 
Stotae Dapartmant of La>>or In fall of 1934 

In Blnnlivjcbain. a» to the ueual divlelon of wa^e 
of eamero in the lower paid brnokota wo ootimto 
this anmint vrmhA hawa haen spent in about the 
follovli)^ niBAaer* 



Bood Qlothin^ HoasLng Hoaeing equipment Znoidontdlp 

! oporat ion and 

j nacdeaeiy ewpenaee 

; 30.6^ n.3jt ie.555 19 . 2 ?t 

$90,478.08 $33.411. 8U $36,960.00 $78,059.52 ^ $56,770; 56 



Thie 1b the approximate lose to thew^T]erchalltB and 
othero in the Huntovillo diotrlot; in addition are 
the lonReo fro=» cofnpany parchases* on which no 
figure e are available. 



Document 2: The Lincoln Mills of Huntsville strike settlement records, Alabama 
Department of Labor, Labor dispute case Hies— Madison County, SG4191, Alabama 
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 3. 
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Document 3: Letter- Mr. J.A. Murphy, Governor B.M. Miller, Administrative files, 
SGI 9922, folder 18, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, 
Alabama, page 1. 



33 



rr»- A > ■ ^ ^ ^ ^ ■■, . , ■ , .1... ,,j ,H — ™ — , >r.! . t/ '> ' , ;(''•<•■ — ; 

'■■'• ', ' ' ^M*'*'**' V* ■'’•*1 jti '■ ' * 4, ( *■ ' '■’'' '- '■ >V ''*^- 1^'* ''i''V ij'A ' ''''■•' . ‘ ‘i I'it * * iw4 ■'••■' 

' I ' ■ /s ' ^ ‘ ! M ^ ^ If* ■ I ii . ■ t- 1# o ■ ' * ^ ‘i ' ^ \ it' • n,v^ ' ' . ' < t } 

*• V •'• '<: V- o' ** ■ »> Fi|, ■ 'f '* *■ f' ^ ^ * 'O ^ 











r- >'■’■■> ■''?r C Lll__ 

\if„" i ''■'’"v *^ ■’ ■> , V '’.o <»“rr ■--ifr'< 




Document 3: Letter- Mr. J.A. Murphy, Governor B.M. Miller, Administrative files, 
SGI 9922, folder 18, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, 
Alabama, page 2. 
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Document 3; Letter- Mr. J.A. Murphy, Governor B.M. Miller, Administrative files, 
SGI 9922, folder 18, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, 
Alabama, page 3. 
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Document 3: Letter- Mr. J.A. Murphy, Governor B.M. Miller, Administrative files, 
SG19922, folder 18, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, 
Alabama, page 4. 
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Document 4: "Photograph of mine foreman" WPA Alabama Writers Project, 
photographs, LPP 1, container 2, folder 11, Alabama Department of Archives and 
History, Montgomery, Alabama. 








Lesson 6: Spelling ”Help” in a New Way 



1. Background information for teachers: 

The New Deal of President Franklin D. Roosevelt created a host of new federal agencies 
popularly known as "alphabet" agencies because they were referred to by their initials. 
Charged with a variety of tasks intended to offer economic relief, recovery, and reform, a 
handful of these agencies were created to put people to work on public projects. Young 
people were especially targeted in an effort to provide employment and job training while 
improving American communities. 

IDENTIFICATIONS: 

a. CCC: Civilian Conservation Corps. Created by Congress March 31, 1933 
under the Unemployment Relief Act to employ young men to work in 
reforestation and wildlife restoration projects. 

b. CWA: Civil Works Administration. Created in November 1933 to provide 
emergency jobs for 4 million unemployed Americans through the winter. 
Subsequently taken in under the WPA. 

c. WPA: Works Progress Administration. Created by federal executive order 
in May 1934 to employ people on public works projects ranging from road 
and building constmction to historical resource inventories. 

2. Learning Objectives: 

Upon completion of this lesson, students should be able to: 

1. Identify the purposes of the CCC, the CWA and the WPA 

2. Discuss the economic and civic significance of the CCC, the CWA and the 
WPA. 

3. Discuss some of the long-term effects of the New Deal programs in 
Alabama. 



3. Suggested Lesson: 

1. Make a copy of the newspaper articles and photographs for each student. 
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2. After reading and evaluating the Dociunents, ask the students to describe 
the CCC, the CWA and the WPA and some of their community projects. 
Remind students to look for similarities and differences between the 
activities of the employment organizations. 

3. As a class, list the contributions of the CCC, the CWA and the WPA. 

4. After completing the list, ask the students to identify any parks or 
structures, etc. that still exist. Also, ask the students the reasons for the rat 
eradication project. 

5. Remind the students that a good portion of our state's early archeological 
history and research came from the efforts of the national relief programs. 

6. As a bonus, ask the students to find out if there are any local structures 
that came from the New Deal era. (Remember the impact of the TVA 
upon rural electrification in the northern portion of Alabama. Also, 
encourage students to interview great-grandparents who might have taken 
part in the New Deal programs.) 



Documents: 

Document 1: "CCC Boys to Explore for Moundville Relics," ADAH Public 
Information Subject Files, SG6949, folder 410, Alabama Department of Archives 
and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at 
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/dep/dep6/doc 1 .html 

Document 2: "State to Obtain New CCC Camp," ADAH Public Information 
Subject Files, SG6949, folder 410, Alabama Department of Archives and History, 
Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at 
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/dep/dep6/doclb.html 

Document 3: "CCC Will Take In 100,000 More Youths, And They'll Be Like 
This," ADAH Public Information Subject Files, SG6949, folder 410, Alabama 
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the 
web at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/dep/dep6/doclc.html 

Document 4: "$243,017 WPA Fimd Approved for State," ADAH Public 
Information Subject Files, SG6994, folder 1706, Alabama Department of 
Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at 
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/dep/dep6/doc 1 d.html 

Document 5: "WPA Hikes Pay In South $5 A Month," ADAH Public 
Information Subject Files, SG6994, folder 1706, Alabama Department of 
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Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at 
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/dep/dep6/doc 1 e.html 

Document 6: "1,500,000 Rats Killed By WPA," ADAH Public Information 
Subject Files, SG6994, folder 1706, Alabama Department of Archives and 
History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at 
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/dep/dep6/doclfhtml 

Document 7: "State Progresses 50 Years in 41 Months of WPA Work," ADAH 
Public Information Subject Files, SG6994, folder 1706, Alabama Department of 
Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at 
http ://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/dep/dep6/doc 1 g.html 

Document 8: "Huntsville High School Athletic Field," Civil Works 
Administration Photographs, 1933-1934, Safety and Compensation Department— 
Madison County, LPP 5, box 7, folder 2, Alabama Department of Archives and 
History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at 
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/dep/dep6/doclh.html 

Document 9: "Rodent Control— Geneva County," Civil Works Administration 
Photographs, 1933-1934, Safety and Compensation Department, Geneva County, 
LPP5, box 5, folder 12, Alabama Department of Archives and History, 
Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at 
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/dep/dep6/doc 1 i.html 

Document 10: "Rodent Control— Geneva County," Civil Works Administration 
Photographs, 1933-1934, Safety and Compensation Department, LPP5, box 5, 
folder 12, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. 
Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/dep/dep6/doclj.html 

Document 11: "C.W.A. Transit Project-Colbert County," Civil Works 
Administration Photographs, 1933-1934, Safety and Compensation Department, 
LPP5, box 4, folder 8, Alabama Department of Archives and History, 
Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at 
http ://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/dep/dep6/doc 1 k.html 

Document 12: "Road Construction in Colbert County," Civil Works 
Administration Photographs, 1933-1934, Safety and Compensation Department, 
LPP5, box 4, folder 8, Alabama Department of Archives and History, 
Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at 
http ://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/dep/dep6/doc 1 I.html 

Document 13: "Bridge Over Spring Creek— Colbert County," Civil Works 
Administration Photographs, 1933-1934, Safety and Compensation Department, 
LPP5, box 4, folder 8, Alabama Department of Archives and History, 
Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at 
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http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/dep/dep6/doc 1 m.html 

Document 14: "Fairfax Sewer," Civil Works Administration Photographs, 1933- 
1934, Safety and Compensation Department, Chambers County, LPP5, box 3, 
folder 13, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. 
Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/dep/dep6/docln.html 

Document 15: "Archaeological Survey," Civil Works Administration 
Photographs, 1933-1934, Safety and Compensation Department, Madison 
County, LPP5, box 7, folder 2, Alabama Department of Archives and History, 
Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at 
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/dep/dep6/doc 1 o.html 

Document 16: "Library— Bay Minette," Civil Works Administration Photographs, 
1933-1934, Safety and Compensation Department, Baldwin County, LPP5, box 3, 
folder 6, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. 
Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/dep/dep6/doclp.html 
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MONTGOMERY ADVERTISER 
1 - 13-1938 



CXjC To jKxjiltirf; 

For MoiJjiilville Helics 



SB'LMA, ALA., jail, * 

A ©amy uS Cti^iiyaiiy .. 04, 

Dallas Ooiiaty’s COO eainy located at 
Valtef Creek Park, 17 »iJts from Sel- 
ma, lias teen set up at MoiujcWlle, 
witli. its Mtn ft®.iiiied to ttie excava- 
ttoa ©f ladiaij iiieimd.^ in, that area 
, and the ceiwtrtwdton ol a csoncrete 
mtise'iim which, will hoiisie many nt, the 
relics unearthed, in the ftndiri't burial 
1 grounds. 





Document 1: Newspaper articles and photographs, ADAH Public Information 
Subject Files, SG6949, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, 
Alabama. 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



BIRMINGHAM NEWS 
4-3-1939 




! NEW CCC CAMP 

>Oheaha Bark Unit Slated j | 
! Others Reestablished I 



I WASHINGTOI^W-The CiYil* : 
ian Conservation Corps announced ^ 
Sateday 27 camps would be oper- i 
ated in Alabama during the ■Qiir- 
teenth enrollment period beginning ; 
Saturday. j 

The projects, said ^Director Rob- 
bert Fechner, will .employ about j 
5,400 enroHees. j 

A new camp will be established | 
in Cheaha State Park, Mmiford. 

! Camps will be reestablished at Tal- 
j ladega National Forest, at Uriah, 
i and at Citronelle. Feclmcr ordered 
camps closed at Talladega (one lo<* 
cation), Chunchula, and Planters- 
viUe. 

Alabama’s 27 camps for the thir- 
teenth period will be located at or ; 
in the vicinity of: 

Double Springs, Heflin, Andalu- ' 
sia, Munford (2), Chapman, Vred- ! 
enburgh, Uriah, Athens, Huntsville i 
j (2), 'Scottsboro, Wilson Dam, Dade- ; 
‘ ville, Carrollton, Greensboro, Clan- ; 
ton, Alexandria, Auburn (2), ; 
Greenville,* Linden, Ashland, Fort 
Payne, Foley, Citeonelle, Mound-!! 
ville and Munford. • |i 

D 



Document 2: Newspaper articles and photographs, ADAH Public Information 
Subject Files, SG6949, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, 
Alabama. 
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ALABAMA JOURNAL 
3-31-1939 



CCC Will Take In lOOjm More 




BY EPDY OILMORE 
WASHINGTON 

i(e> coast the Civilian Conservation 
Corps began enrollirtg 1W,000 more 
AmotioHO voutbs today. 

By Ap?iii 20 the corps* , strength 
If will be aitout $00,©OO. Oflieials say 
I they will gel some strange fellows, 
hot the average w® be a boy about- 
like tilts: 

Eighteen to yoars oli. 

Out. of work for sevew moiitha 
' The breadwtetter lor four per- 
sons beck home, wb® witl be ‘’f-nt 
every montli. 

He probafoy will e!«>we Irom e 
rural area, but most of we 
roliees won't be t'anra boy**. H:i9 
''^keep” wMl east the government a 
'little less than, $1^008 a year. 

A lot win hapncp to the enroliees. 
Some will got iH:onK!‘SBek„ Sfenne will. 
■fol,8 in !©ve, some wi3t-gei in«H''Wc4 
About 48,0(50 ‘Will nave one er 
lee’tb pMiiled. ' - , ■ „ 

C^tme 11081 ThanksgSv'mgc they'll 
eat 200 tomv of tork<^^ have -a hob- 



dayUnd do no work. This Summer 
thoiisandfi of them will play base - 1 
ball md some eventually will geij 
jobs playing ball tor money. 

About 8000 of the boys tviH leara 
to read and write* hundreds will 
finish grammar school work, and a 
few will receive college dipl^as. 
A few won’t be able to "take it*" ahd 
will “desert** 

! Some of the boy# will get rieh---- 
I comparatively. I^ast December 21‘ 
634 CCC bad a total deposit 
",o£ $2,851,633 w^lth the goverament, 
rwbuo they are mustered out of' 
■jl ?.ervii*e. iboy get the money. 

'j Hundreds of the boys will learn 
i trades or vacalioas and get jobs and 
settle d@wn In comm'umlies. 

4 to six years the CCC boys have 
I'Plaftted ijb0,600,006 trees and have 
saved millions of otherr through 
[; thc5? f|5?efighting. They have con- 
;;steuetod 4.0bft fire towers and 
' W© wiies of road. Officials my 
they’U keep on doing this sort of 
wwli 
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$M^1 7 mA Fund 
Approved for State 

r _ 

Routigie Complete<l ! 
for Relief Work 
in Alabama 



Governor Bibb Graved offices i 
announced Tuesday IT. S. comp- 
troller approval of $243,017 in 
new works progress administra- ^ 
tion projects. While compbroUer ' 
approval completes routine for 
projects, they still are subject to 
work oilers from A, P. Morgan. 
Jrn state WPA administrator, who 
may approve or reject any of 
thenb The projects follow: 
Montgomery county — ^Employ 
needy professional and education- 
al persons to assist in summariz- 
i Ing data for recreational program 
($13,404. ^ 1 

Montgomery— Im prove Hall 
and Clovexdale Park streets and 
alloy from Tallapoosa to Water 
streets, $22,412. 

Mobile — ^Provide empl05mfient 
in furnishing free home assls- 
tBxxcB^ $13,455; county-wide proj- 
ect for preparation of s^ool 
lunches, $K450. 

Henry county— Provide em- 
ployment in fumisbjng free home 
assistance, $2,813^ 

Escamjjia county — Provide 
sewing room employment at 
Brewton, $3,961, 

Walker county^Provide sew- 
ing room employmait. $98,622; 
Cordova street improvements, 
$19,042. 

Winston county— Provide sew- 
ing room employment, $9,674, 
Marengo county— -Improve De- 
mopolis streets, $2,818. 

Choctaw county— Additions io 
Cherokee schools, $6,876. 

Russell county— Phenix City 
sewing room, $12,631, 
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WPAMcs 

Pay In South 
$5 A Month 



OompajTfltlve wdgc acatesj 

, announced for the varkn^ States: , 
Alabama, Atltaaoao, POortda, Gfor- 
lioulfliana, Ml33Jfialjn»if South 
) Carolina, Tennessee, Terras -^old gcoIov 
$ 31 to $35 for tin0lcilied up to $4g to 
875 fort pmfeoaloml - and technical | 
o^orkera; new ficaic^ $20 to $40 for’ 
tmeWUesl, nb change in other aehbd-^ 
u!ea. V ■ 1 

The announccinent said the ached-v 
uiea ttr^dny countjr^ would be hased^*] 
on the 1030 populaUoj] of the larg-*.. 
«$t municipality in Ui^ bounty: in 

accordance with the wage acalra for 1 
bitiee. ’ ' 

Increase, For Unskilled . 

Workers Only, Affects $179,400 A Month 
35,880 In This Slate More Eor Alabama 

— . lucres^ by an average of $5 per ‘ 

^ ^ ft *, ' T month in the pay of WPA workers. 

X rBSldent^a lowest wage brachets, ordered ' 

^ Alabama ohd 12 Other 

, States yesterday by Administrator 
PavroU In MniitirnmArv Tn ftar*‘y I* HopUta at the direction of ^ 

Rise $1,500;' Henderson !«" .*" **?“ ctoi£icayoM to Aia- 

e bama will receive a totol of $170,- 

Is. £iatea By New Scale ; “ore a month than they are get- 
, Ulng now, according to Stated WTA Dl- 



* WASHINGTON, Juno 36^^)^ 
vihe Works Progress AdminlstmUom 
' Ordered todays pay increases averaging 
about five dollam a month for all 
WPA workers to 13 States, mainly to 
the South, 

The WPA\ estimated that 800,000 
> to ^ the lowest wage brackets would 
benefit 

Making the annouhcement, Admin- 



rector W; O, Hen^rsbn, 

Mr. ^nderspn said there ^ were 
'46,000 workers on WFA foils to this 
State, and of this number 78\.pcr 
cent were in the lowest- pay . bractets.' . 
There are, therefore/ 33,880 at these' 
low pay workehe, trtio will 'reoe.iva. 

} the $5 Increase, the rest or the 48,000 
'being skilled workmen and techni- 
cians, whose scale teinatos . tHd i 
same. - ■ ^ ' ' ' ■ 

In Montgomery, he said, the . per- 



is’trator ilarry U Hopkins said: ' 

“The new minimum wage rates ijj cl*y 
created for* these ha)f-mIUton work - ^ cl^ncatkms wm alight- 
.ers receiving ' the lowest monthly scr 1 ^ ® 

,curity wages, while still ihadequaU lBven , 

in my. judgment, give these peopls wl^^AvA^ihA 
, something nearer to an Income which ? ??nn®f* 

of 

The Increase was ordered 



at , 



We have been very hopeful of 
^ getting this Increase, for those In 
the low^pay brackets/* Mr. Kendbrson 
nbuncement said felt, the amoimt of 

■' The Stfttto a« North OaioUito ' JfSIvW 

i §puth CaroHue. Vlr^a. Kentucky. . iAt"“c4to 

tremendchis 






Rorlda, Arkansas^ Alabama, OeorgSiJ « Wui^h* /5^ 

Louisiana: TennpjuiAA. KHMteritmL 1 It ^1 be of 



Louisiana; Tennessee, MlBslsdppl, 
Texas and Oklahoma. 

' Hopkins said the new scale meant 
that no WPA worker would receive 
'less ^Uian a dollar a day In any re- 
; glon. . • , 

:''W« have felt .for some time,** he 
i said, *!that our security wages to cor 



benefit to th^m and to the 8tate.> 
A man who has enotigh,.to' eat and, 
is adequately slieltered and clothed 
docs a bettor job of work no matter 
what that work may be.*’ 

Zt is hia judgment that people re- 
siding to rural coimnttoitles have fl- 



talh areas of the country were based 

• bn a standard of living below the lev- aJ!S? 

els of health and decency and did enough pay to meet their 

bear sufficient .realistic mlaUonshlp ■ k 

i.to the actual coat of living.*'^ ^ Increase . 

In the sbme announcemcnl Hop-, cjdered. JJie farm group 

kins said that monthly iamlngs of ^ 

professional .and * technical workers bjAhls feeling of mttaf action, ^ 
tin the higher WPA. brackets wouid 1?*^ night for 

be limited to $84 In the northern . 
and western areas, with the exception Sr Lffion^T^J^Wp 

New York City, Because of th «4 ® ^ 

^glicr coat of living, Hopkins his office here Wednes- 



the rate for New 

$88>!to. : 



York wotUd be [ 
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MONTGOMERY ADVEETISEE - S/Zl/SQ 



t 



fi, 500, 000 Rats 
i Killed By WP a: 

WPA workers employed orv endemic | 
ts^phus feVer control projects Irt vari- 
ous parts of Alabama under the 
' ^pervision of health authorities killed 
inore than a million and a half rats 
last year. Dr. J. N. Bakery State 
health officer, said a staff member 
estimated that if the -rats were laid j 
nose to, tall they would reach from ! 
Montgomery to New Orleans. 

Jefferson County projects resulted 
in the killing of 850,011 rats, or an 
average of approximately 1.6 rat for 
* eveiiw resident of the county. Mont- 
gomery County^s total of 443,274 rats ' 
killed during the year represented an 
average of slightly more than four 
rats per Resident. The other 25t,6l0 
,rats were killed in projects in other 
counties. 

j Endemic typhus fever experts esti- 
I mate that, for the United States as a 
whole, there are two rats for every ! 
1 resident, but Alabama health work- 
ers ‘ estimate that the ratio in this 
>te Is higher than that, especially 
- the urban areas. , 
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State Progresses 50 Years 
In 41 Months Of WPA Work 



Br BtU,Y HMtIH 
Uirector^ Infomaiion 



WifA 



Service, 

0f Alabama 
AlUtou^ the Worfes Pf«^^rc33 A^- 
mlnlntroUen Iwo Iwfne lUc bront of 
much misinformed rrlUclr^m fkom 
public, one outalontUiu^ cUlzcn of Ala^ 
oama hm said **Alabama has pro- 
gressed nearly half a ceniury In ad- 
voit^ Of what (he State could have 
done for it^lf by Uz^U and wlUtout 
ttdmS aid through the Worlw 
Progrcs3 Administration.'^ 

The WPA ho8 quoted In Alabama 
for ollghtty moro than 41 months and 
duflng that period of tlmo has btmtght 
the State to a point second from the 
top in (he nation in the number of 
miles of newly paved highways. The 
dxty odd thousand employes of the 
WPA In Alabama with the aid and 
cooperation of forward lootiing pubilo 
officials have played an important 
part In pushing tho State of Alabama 
to the front ranlLs in stamping out 
lUlteraoy, rebuilding and paving roads 
and erecting permanent pub- 



dreaded malaria under control and 
placing clothing on the backs of thou- 
[lands of men, women and .children. 
There arc many other phases of the 



fore they could not write their namcfkf, 
Ono oldcr^ former when on^d how>i 
he felt after being taught to read, 
and wrlie, srpUed J ain't cheat*» 

able now.” The rowing rooms operated 
by funds from the WPA and cmplq;- 
ing women who have no other source 
of Income, have mode more thon two 
million garments for needy clients of 
the Public Welfare DepartmeziC. 

Cities and towns In Alabama now 
have 2«8 new public bRlMIng*) from 
the Work Program. These build- 
tngs house the city governments, 
Are depaKment and many serve as 
llbrorl^ community center?* and for 
other purposes worth a great deal 
to the residents of the communities 
where they are located. 

The people ^residing within the 
llmitg of the clUea and (owns fin Ala- 
bama are net (ha only onen by for 
who have benefited through (ho pro- 
jgrpm of tho WPA. Over 7,S00 miles 

; of form-t^market roads have beej? 
paved, aravciled, wtdcmcd and other- 



Ua b^dlnsB and nUt»rta. brtngteslj, Srii“-Smpw^-tha;;brbito^^ 

farmer and nil *amlly«mfe Of the mud 
and mire when they leave their forms 
carrying their pipducta to the moraets 

^ - - i and mr^ldng Ct oomfortable, as it 

1 »>e future eltteens of 

tovo »«Jcd to placing Alabama SO, the State on their treta to echool. 
yetuns ahead In the short period of — ■ - . 

4l months, 

600 Teachers Employed 
For instance, in Alabama, the 
Works Progreca Administration is eih- | 
ploying approximately 600 needy 
teachers in adult schools in towns, 
cities and rural communities whero 
more than 12,000 adults have besn 
'taught to read and write when be- 



This number of miles* of fann-to- 
morket roads Is sufficient to reach 
twice across the continent If placed ( 
In one line^ 

The built with WPA as* 

ristonce In Alabama if placed end to 
end, would be approximately ten miles 
in length, U is posrjbic t^t the 
people of Alabama do not reaileo just 






tIV)* -cl' 1 



t ,whnt the WPA has meant to thelrj 
" StQtOj oven though almost dolly ^oy j 
have the pleasure of enjoying tlw 
comfort of smooth streets and road- 
uoyo, better Ughting of streets, pub-i 
Uc porho and community eentem and! 
many other Iten^. i 

Public Heallb XlenefUs 
Heolth conditions in Alabama have ' 
^advanced Dlmocl es .for In the post 
! three 5’CQra since the inception of the | 
WPA program oa have other eondl-j 
' tiono. and h large portion of the fim- 
|provcmcnt nurtt done along the^ 

thmugh WPA asslstence Is not vts-jj 
ibie to tho eye. For instance, manyV 
miles of sanitary sewers have bwn \ 
bid, owomps have been drained and ^ 
oiUes cleaned of their unsightly and ' 
unhealthfui sections where dise^ 
germs may have^ thrived. 

Nurses In the employ of the WPA 
have dope miich through visits and 
examinations. In assisting county 
health officers and In operating 
clinics where peroons financially un- 
able to cecure treatment or vaccina- , 
Uons were well cared for. Such work < | 
cannot bo valued In dollom and cents j I 
hut more In tho number of lives saved | 
and the amount of suffering avoided i ’ 
by p?TCono who ml^ht, without thb > i 
help, be bodrldd^ wtth db^ase. Over } ' 
cno million perrons In Alabama have > ! 
boon immunised against eommuRlcsbb , \ 

dtc03r<33. ! 

*nife mnlorb caatro! projects over; | 
tho 8tafc<j cost moneys It is £nte, but, ' 
who eon eUlmate in dollare and cento ! 
what thlo is worth to a eommimlfey! j 
that hod been leering tmdc? the! ! 
dreaded mabrta?" 

Sehool Bulldinga 

Abbama has been the benefCriary 
of a great program of Impswveaient 
olmig educational lines through (he 
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;WPA | 

\&a wcU as future OUfi 

iC^hftol feiaSIdtoBfl aiaS# Siuvc^ i 

!k‘c>n rpfDii’cd and improved. Over^ 

' fifty new seltooS building && w ) 

' buiife and tcplaei»d tbosfe feuUdiw^>t 
that v-vTft sEwst&sdo dlk'plc .e.ted aafl 
t nnfratp tvs we 5 l or bstng fie - v.' 

t (Hradi^n B 8 to be hassirdpuii to 
heoim of tho pupils. And. oves twen- , 
ty addHlona to Roheol buHdlcnn baveji 1 
(b^ built thereby taking ^rc of o«' 
need In many comimmltte)|| 
where the populatlpn has inesmeed , < 
' ncco3idtatlii|5 more school rooto spaoe-Ji 
‘the Blind Benefits j| 

Those raidentft of Alabama are | i 

iwt fio foTtunato as to have the i’ 

Inga of eyesight will no dmibt e«- < 
member i\ie efforts of educators, Sn- j 
' terested percons and tho WPA la !; 
l^hnir for tho remainder of thetr i 
lives. A project under the program, i 
! has been translating hundreds of j 
worthwhile books aiid vaiious edU6a-;| 
Uonal and Interesting Utosutoto Dntov | 

• Braille for tho blind. ( i 

1 ' RSacy prrs&its Staves 

been tau^jht to read BraSlle beske | 
which have been manufaclueed right ; ! 

here in Alabama by the WPA a«id i . 
, will be In use for many years to eomc * 



I by al^htless persons who in turn may 
;be able to teach other blind persons 
to read with their fingers t^chlmr 
the Brained literature, v . 

Xadbnal "befensi 

Alabama hoe a high ranking pmi- 
:Uon when It comes to being snoft-nf 
with armpi;le$ and airports* SCat 4 : 
tered ow stato in strategic points 
are fcHv well-built armories, erected 
toider the Workfl Prt^ram. and als- 
> portn or emergency landing fields spot) 
the atofee. 

^ aay that Alabama has asn^' 
jfii^sed fifty years In 4X month* 
iEutead of what It could have done 8t» 
jSGlf alone, may be put^ng it mll^ly^ 
Such a vast proj^ram as that which 
has been nnd la hslng handled in ASb« i 
bamo by the Wortsn Frogre^ Adt^^ln^ < 
latmtlon, ts difficult for the mao on i 
|ihe sir©t to understand because he ’ 

benefit 

jthla Bteto will derive from this pro- * 
prpm la the years to come porma- > 
lacnt Impyoved ccadltlons for him* j 
i^elf and the ssecrafelons ft© come. > 
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Huntsville High School Athletic Field 



Document 8: Civil Works Administration Photograph, 1933-1934, Safety and 
Compensation Department. Madison County, LPP 5, box 7, folder 2, Alabama 
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. 
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Rodent Control, Geneva County 



Document 9: Civil Works Administration Photographs, 1933-1934 Safety and 
Compensation Department, Geneva County, LPP5, box 5, folder 12, Alabama 
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. 
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Rodent Control, Geneva County 



Document 10: Civil Works Administration Photographs, 1933-1934 Safety and 
Compensation Department, Geneva County, LPP5, box 5, folder 12, Alabama 
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. 
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C.W.A. Transit Project - Barracks & Mess Hall for Transients 



Document 11: Civil Works Administration Photographs, 1933-1934 Safety and 
Compensation Department, Colbert County, LPP5, box 4, folder 8, Alabama 
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. 
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Road Construction in Colbert County 



Document 12: Civil Works Administration Photographs, 1933-1934 Safety and 
Compensation Department, Colbert County, LPP5, box 4, folder 8, Alabama 
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. 
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Bridge Over Spring Creek - S.E. District - Colbert County 



Document 13: Civil Works Administration Photographs, 1933-1934 Safety and 
Compensation Department, Colbert County, LPP5, box 4, folder 8, Alabama 
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. 
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Document 14: Civil Works Administration Photographs, 1933-1934 Safety and 
Compensation Department, Chambers County, LPP5, box 3, folder 13, Alabama 
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. 
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Archaeological Survey 



Document 15: Civil Works Administration Photographs, 1933-1934 Safety and 
Compensation Department, Madison County, LPP5, box 7, folder 2, Alabama 
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. 




57 





Library, Bay Minette 



Document 16: Civil Works Administration Photographs, 1933-1934 Safety and 
Compensation Department, Baldwin County, LPP5, box 3, folder 6, Alabama 
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. 
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